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PART 1 

INITIAL STEPS 

Step 1.1 BECOMING A REGISTERED BREEDER WITH IKHR. 

The IKHR invites breeders to register a “Breeder Prefix” by paying an annual fee for inclusion in the listing 

of Registered Breeders found on the official IKHR website. As part of establishing a Breeder Prefix, 

registered breeders receive the benefit of FREE processing of all paperwork, along with breed promotion 

through preservation and pork.  The Fee is $40 USD; breeders will automatically be added to the 

Registered Breeders List.   

1.1.1 BREEDER PREFIX:

To apply for a Breeder Prefix with IKHR, please visit: 

https://www.internationalkunekunehogregistry.com/prefix-application

You will be prompted to choose a Prefix – select two options.  It is highly recommended that you search 

to find out if a Prefix is already assigned to another Breeding Program (a prefix is unique to a breeding 

program and will be used to identify all registered hogs produced in that breeding program throughout 

the program’s existence.  Prefix’s may not be duplicated).  To perform a search, please go to the IKHR 

Breeders List (link below).  A Quick Search can be completed at top of the page.  Under Herd Prefix type 

in your choices and click search to see if another breeder is already listed under that prefix.  If nothing is 

displayed, the prefix is available. 

http://www.americankunekuneregistry.com/db/m_results_p.php    

1.1.2 JUNIOR PREFIX: 

Youth are the future of our breed! The IKHR seeks to support youth in their passion for the Kunekune 

Breed.  We offer a junior/youth prefix at half the rate of our normal prefix fee.  Please note, youth and 

family members are allowed to show under one Prefix.  Junior prefix is intended for youth who wish to 

have their own breeding program. 

https://www.internationalkunekunehogregistry.com/junior-prefix-application

1.1.3 PREFIX RENEWAL

Prefix renewal is due on January 1st of each calendar year.  To renew a prefix please use the renewal form 

found below, NOT the Prefix Application shown above. 

https://www.internationalkunekunehogregistry.com/prefix-renewal

Step 1.2 LITTER NOTIFICATIONS 

Congratulations on your new litter!  Please visit the following link to complete a Litter Notification with 

IKHR in order to obtain herd book numbers.  Ensure every piglet is entered.  For piglets born deceased, 



- 4 - 

select deceased.   **Please note, you must have received assigned herd book numbers via email before 

proceeding with DNA** 

https://www.internationalkunekunehogregistry.com/litter-notification

** Ensure Herd Book Number and Registered Name of both Sire and Dam are included. If data is 

incomplete, Litter Notification Form will be sent back to Breeder to be filled out properly. 

**It is advisable to take photographs of piglets at birth which depict double wattles.  Only double wattled 

hogs are illegible for registration.  Hogs can lose wattles throughout their lifetime due to various reasons.  

Photographic proof may be requested by IKHR at any time.  If a hog loses a wattle and there is no 

photographic proof that it was born double wattled, registration will be denied. 

Note: Agouti coloring is only for solid brown piglets possessing the Agouti Stripe pattern.  Select colors for 

each piglet based on the colors that individual piglet is.  For Special Color Designations (Tapeka Trait, ILF 

Blended Belly Band, High Percentage White and Swallow Belly) pictures must be submitted for approval 

of the requested Designation.  

As a rule of thumb, when selecting a color, the dominant color should be first, followed by the second.  

Below are a few examples to help with this selection process: 
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1.2.1 COLOR SELECTION PHOTO EXAMPLES: 

Ginger/Black:
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Black/Ginger:
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Ginger/Brown:

Ginger/Black Tri

Note – the White  legs and/or face. 
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Ginger/Brown Tri

Note – the White  legs and/or face.

Black/White
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White/Black

Brown/White
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White/Brown

Ginger
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Black

Cream
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Agouti - This piglet would be registered as Agouti due to the Agouti stripes.  Note – just Agouti should 
be selected. 

Brown: - Note no Agouti stripes.
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Color Designations:  

High Percentage White:

Ginger/Black Tri AND High Percentage White, note High Percentage White requires a minimum of 75% 
white: 

White/Black AND High Percentage White:
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Tapeka Trait:

Ginger/Black Tri AND Tapeka Trait: 

Ginger/White AND Tapeka Trait: 
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Ivanleigh Blended Belly Band:

Ivanleigh Blended Belly Band: .predominantly ginger/white with the fore and hind being ginger 
possessing a defined band of white that must blend or bleed into the belly. The band must be distinctive 
in form with blending not to extend up the sides more than 1/8 of the body width and may or may not 
include the front legs. The Belly Band must not exceed more than 2/3 of the body length and may not 
include back legs.  In the case of socks or stockings on rear legs, a complete line must separate the 
sock/stocking from the Belly Band.  Black spots are not acceptable as it may detract from the overall 
appearance of the defined belly band.   
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Swallow Belly

Ginger AND Swallow Belly 

Note Swallow Belly is only designated for solid colored pigs with white underbellies: 
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PART 2 

ORDERING DNA 

Step 2.1 SIGNING UP AND ORDERING DNA WITH UC DAVIS. 

As an IKHR Registered Breeder, the discounted fee is $31 USD per DNA test.  Each hog requires a DNA test 

in order to be registered.  When pulling DNA, it is important to pull a minimum of 20 clean hairs and 

ensure this includes the follicles – this is the part that is used for the DNA testing.  Needle nose plyers 

work great and if testing a young piglet, sometimes pulling hairs on the back is easier. Note:  DNA must 

be submitted by Breeder not Seller to be eligible for registration. 

To create a New VGL Account, visit: 

https://my.vgl.ucdavis.edu/myvgl/newacct.htm

Step 2.2 SUBMITTING DNA WITH UC DAVIS. 

Login into your VGL Account, if you haven’t created this account, please see Step 3.   

A tutorial has been created to help you with this process! 

https://www.internationalkunekunehogregistry.com/dna-uc-davis
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Step 2.3 SUBMITTING DNA WITH NEOGEN – RETESTING ACTIVE  BREEDING ANIMALS 

Neogen offers the option to order hair cards for $0.50/each.  These are a patented product from Neogen 

for submitting hair samples.  If Hair Cards are not used, there is an additional  charge of $3 USD or $4 CAD.  

These cards make the process of pulling hairs easy and quick.  You can see a video on how to use them 

here: 

https://www.facebook.com/981207381935452/videos/220937329845797 

Currently, the Submission Form is set up as an Excel sheet which generates payment info and is quite easy.  

The discounted cost is $23 USD or $30 CAD until August 15, 2021 the price then goes back to normal price 

of $31 USD or $40 CDN.  Visit: 

https://www.internationalkunekunehogregistry.com/dna-neogen

Select “Sample Retesting Form for Active Breeding Animals”.   Follow the instructions on the Read Me 

Tab. 

**Note:   Please ensure Retesting of both Parents is completed prior to submitting 

DNA Testing for Piglets.  To complete the DNA order form, open the Excel file and 

type directly on the digital form, save a copy.  Once DNA Form(s) are completed, 

submit via email to NeogenCanada@neogen.com, attach your saved Excel file(s) 

to the email.  Please ensure that your subject line says: IKHR.  The Lab will respond 

by providing a reference number to you via email.   

This Reference Number MUST be included when shipping samples to the lab in 

your country.  Retesting and New DNA can be shipped in one package but please 

make sure to keep samples separated. 

***For Mac Users:  An Excel app can be downloaded from the Apple Store or the 

Numbers program (Excel Equivalent) can also be used.   A Troubleshooting link can 

be found at: 

https://www.macworld.com/article/230465/how-to-open-microsoft-excel-spreadsheets-using-apple-

numbers.html?fbclid=IwAR3JWWzKi5CdYNMLRQk9N1Pb87mtQbF9uV230R-wlGmDO5MaLwwBThm0CfY
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Note - #2 if not using Hair Card, 

select Hair – this will generate the 

extra fee for not using the Hair 

Cards. Bar Code found on 

each individual Hair 

Card at top above 

(Name). 
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Note – Loose 

Hair Card 

Service Charge if 

not using Hair 

Cards. 
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Step 2.4 SUBMITTING DNA TESTING WITH NEOGEN – NEW ANIMALS 

This process is very similar to Step 2.3, sample Information should be entered as per written instructions found in 

the Read Me Tab.  This Form will also self-calculate a payment total.  In addition to testing against individual parent 

animals, Neogen has added an option for Breeders to test via Breeding Groups.  This method is for Breeders who 

pasture breed and may have a  number of sows/gilts exposed to multiple boars at once to streamline farrowing 

groups.  To request testing via breeding groups, click the Breeding Group Tab and fill out information according to 

the Instructions in Read Me Tab. 
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Note – Hair Card not selected.
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Example of Breeding Group Filled 

Out. 
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**Note:   Please ensure Retesting of both Parents is completed prior to submitting 

DNA Testing for Piglets.  To complete the DNA order form, open the Excel file and 

type directly on the digital form, save a copy.  Once DNA Form(s) are completed, 

submit via email to NeogenCanada@neogen.com, attach your saved Excel file(s) 

Example:  

Loose Hair 

Card 

Service 

Charge 
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to the email.  Please ensure that your subject line says: IKHR.  The Lab will respond 

by providing a reference number to you via email.   

This Reference Number MUST be included when shipping samples to the lab in 

your country.  Retesting and New DNA can be shipped in one package but please 

make sure to keep samples separated. 
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PART 3 

REGISTRATION 

Step 3.1 FORM OF IDENTIFICAITON & REGISTRATION 

3.1.1 FORM OF IDENTIFICATION:

Hogs are meant for the food chain, for that reason form of identification preferred with IKHR is ear tagging 

or ear notching.  Microchips can travel into the meat.  For US Breeders, USDA 840 tags are ideal and can 

be purchased online.  For Canadian Breeders, PigTrace tags can be purchased through PigTrace directly 

by calling 1-866-300-1825 or your provincial pork organization.  Both USDA 840 and PigTrace tags require 

a Farm Premises ID.  Due to the size of Kunekune ears, the small tags are ideal and ensure that they have 

individual ID numbers. 

https://www.valleyvet.com/c/livestock-supplies/ear-tags/usda-840.html

https://www.cpc-ccp.com/tags-and-tattoos

Note:  Form of Identification must be attached to the Hog before it leaves its farm of origin. Reoccurring 

failure to do so may result in suspension of IKHR. 

3.1.2 REGISTRATION: 

Once you have completed the above steps, tagged/ear notched your piglets and UC Davis/Neogen have 

emailed the DNA report confirming parentage, you can then submit a request for Registration.  Please 

ensure that the DNA report confirms who the sire and dam are.  If the sire or dam remain blank it means 

that the parents tested against do not match the offspring.  Non confirmed reports will not be accepted 

for registration.  As a result, further testing will be required to confirm parentage.  In many cases this 

happens due to the correct sire and dam not bring listed to be tested against. 

The IKHR Registration Application can be found: 

https://www.internationalkunekunehogregistry.com/registration

Please note you must include Teat Count, Form of Identification and a copy of the DNA Results.  Once 

submitted, you will receive an email confirming submission.  

Note:  Please ensure to include the name and email address of the new owner on the Registration 

request. If a hog is being sold and buyer has not chosen a call name, leave the AKA name blank as it 

cannot be changed once assigned.  If information provided is incomplete, the Registration Form will be 

sent back to Breeder to be filled out properly.

Once the registration is completed by IKHR’s Registrar you will receive an email with digital copies of the 

pedigree. 
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Step 3.2 TRANSFER OF OWNERSHIP REGISTRATION 

In the case that you have sold your hog that is registered in your name, a Transfer of Ownership is 

required.   

Note:  Please ensure to include the name and email address of the new owner on the Transfer 

request.  If information provided is incomplete, the Transfer Form will be sent back to Breeder to be 

filled out properly. 

Transfer of Ownership can be found at: 

https://www.internationalkunekunehogregistry.com/transfer

Note:  If selling an Animal Bred, a Certificate of Service must be completed 

https://www.internationalkunekunehogregistry.com/certificate-of-service-sows-gilts

Step 3.3 BOAR STUD SERVICES  

In the case of studding boars, it is mandatory for registration that a Stud Service Notification be 

completed.  This can be found here: 

https://www.internationalkunekunehogregistry.com/stud-service

Step 3.4 KUNEKUNE PEDIGREE PORK REGISTRATION APPLICATION 

This form is to be used for the registration of Certified MEAT Animals only NOT for registered breeding 

stock, please see  Step 3.1  for registered breeding stock. 

https://www.internationalkunekunehogregistry.com/kunekune-pedigree-pork-registration

Step 3.5 HARVESTED/DECEASED NOTIFICATION 

This form is to be completed for all deceased animals including meat pigs harvested for pork production. 

https://www.internationalkunekunehogregistry.com/harvested-deceased-notification



- 38 - 

Step 3.6 QUALIFIED REGISTRATION 

Formerly Dual Registration, the Qualified Registration Form is for the purpose of registration of hogs 

previously registered outside of the IKHR.  Specific criteria must be met. Kunekunes submitted for 

Qualified Registration must have a DNA confirmed parentage report from an IKHR approved lab and a 

pedigree traceable to parentage within the Foundation Herd Book. Only animals possessing double 

wattles will be considered for qualified registration.  Please ensure that all ancestors not yet listed in the 

IKHR herd book have 2 wattles and are eligible for entry.  Any non wattled ancestor along the genetic 

chain that is not already listed in the IKHR herd book will be denied entry creating a break in ancestry and 

inhibiting the entry of prodigy from that point onward.  In addition to completing the following form, a 

copy of a verifiable registration document must be uploaded below or submitted by e-mail to: Tammy 

Keller (President) internationalkunekuneregistry@gmail.com 

https://www.internationalkunekunehogregistry.com/qualified-registration 


	Table of Contents
	Part 1:  INITIAL STEPS
	Step 1.1:  Becoming a Registered Breeder with IKHR
	Step 1.1.1:  Breeder Prefix
	Step 1.1.2:  Junior Prefix
	Step 1.1.3:  Prefix Renewal
	Step 1.2:  Litter Notifications
	Step 1.2.1:  Color Selection Photo Examples
	Part 2:  ORDERING DNA
	Step 2.1: Signing up and Ordering DNA with UC Davis
	Step 2.2:  Submitting DNA with UC Davis
	Step 2.3:  Submitting DNA with Neogen:  Retesting Active Breeding Animals
	Step 2.4:  Submitting DNA Testing with Neogen:  New Animals
	PART 3:  REGISTRATION
	Step 3.1:  Form of Indentification & Registration
	Step 3.1.1:  Form of Identification
	Step 3.1.2:  Registration
	Step 3.2:  Transfer of Ownership Registration
	Step 3.3:  Boar Stud Services
	Step 3.4:  Kunekune Pedigree Pork Registration Application
	Step 3.5:  Harvest/Deceased Notification
	Step 3.6:  Qualified Registration

